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After graduating law school, Ariens worked as a law clerk at the Wisconsin Court of Appeals. 

He then worked as an associate in the Washington, D.C. office of Holland & Knight for three 

years. He was a civil litigator for firm clients in state and federal courts in the District of 

Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia, in both trial and appellate courts. 

In addition to teaching at St. Mary’s, he has served as a part-time visiting professor at Southern 

Methodist University, a visiting professor at Catholic University Columbus School of Law, and a 

visiting professor at the University of Innsbruck, Austria. 

He is the author of five books. His book Lone Star Law: A Legal History of Texas received two 

awards. He is also the author of fifty law review articles, essays, and other scholarly works, and a 

number of book reviews. 

 


