
Kurt D. Engelhardt 

Judge Engelhardt was nominated for a seat on the United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 

by President Donald J. Trump, confirmed by the Senate on May 9, 2018, and officially sworn in 

as a United States Circuit Judge on May 15, 2018. Judge Engelhardt is based in New Orleans, 

Louisiana, at the John Minor Wisdom U.S. Court of Appeals Building. 

 

Judge Engelhardt was previously nominated for a seat on the United States District Court for the 

Eastern District of Louisiana by President George W. Bush, and upon confirmation, was 

officially sworn in as a United States District Judge on December 14, 2001. While a District 

Judge, Judge Engelhardt served by designation on nine different panels of the United States Fifth 

Circuit Court of Appeals. On October 1, 2015, he became Chief United States District Court 

Judge for the Eastern District of Louisiana, a position he held until joining the United States 

Fifth Circuit on May 15, 2018. 

 

Judge Engelhardt attended Brother Martin High School in New Orleans, where he graduated 

with honors in 1978 and was named “Alumnus of the Year” in 2023. 

 He attended Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, from which he 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in history in 1982. In the Fall of 1982, Judge Engelhardt 

commenced his legal education at the Paul M. Hebert Law Center at Louisiana State University, 

graduating in May of 1985. 

 

Judge Engelhardt served a two-year clerkship with Judge Charles Grisbaum, Jr. of the Louisiana 

Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal, located in Gretna, Louisiana. From there, he became associated 

with the Metairie law firm of Little, Metzger and Lamz (APLC), and worked in the downtown 

New Orleans office of that firm in 1988-89. He then joined the law firm of Hailey, McNamara, 

Hall, Larmann & Papale, became a partner in July 1998, and practiced there until his 

confirmation to the federal bench in December 2001. 


