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July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

Criminal
U.S. Prisoner Petitions
Other U.S. Civil

Private Prisoner
Petitions

Other Private Civil
Bankruptcy
Administrative Agency
Original Proceedings*
Miscellaneous

TOTAL

Louisiana
Mississippi

Texas

Fifth Circuit

Louisiana
Mississippi

Texas

Cases Commenced

2,032

53
398

5,481
813

332

3,849

Total Number of
Published Opinions

444
76

43

291

Procedural
Terminations

481
140
163

360

96

1,322

Total Number of
Unpublished
Opinions

1,947
314

106

1,404

Total Merits
Terminations

1,593
139
160

315

712
58
211

35
3,466
535

209

2,268

Number of Petitions
for Panel Rehearing

199
37

14

131

Merits Terminations
After Oral Hearing

225

76
47

407
33
56

852
173

74

563

Number of Panel
Rehearings Granted

g
1

0

Merits Terminations
on Briefs

1,189
115
51

222

177
12
109

B8S]
2,140
199

70

1,052

Number of Petitions
for Rehearing
En Banc

221
49

17

136

% Placed on the Oral
Argument Calendar

56.9
26.5
0.0

24.6
32.3%

35.4%

24.8%

Number of Petitions
for Rehearing
En Banc Granted

*Including successive habeas corpus and pro se mandamus petitions. Total may not match entries as this excludes agency appeals.
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% Reversed
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Appeals by State
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Reversal Rate

Other-Non Disp

Reversed/Vacated™ 8.7%

Remanded 1.1%

Affirmed 57.8°

=

Affd. In Part 5.5%

Certification of State-Law Issues July 2021 to September 2025

CERTIFY QUESTION | BY MOTION | SUA SPONTE| AWAITING RESPONSE |[ACCEPTED AND PENDING| ANSWERED | DECLINED OTHER *
Granted 6 25 1 24 3 3
Denied 30

*In ca;ies 21-10012, 21-10462 & 23-50515, the certified question was accepted however the parties filed a motion with this court to withdraw the certified question and dismiss the appeal. Motions

granted.

ToTAL BY STATE By MoTioN | SUA SPONTE| AWAITING RESPONSE |ACCEPTED AND PENDING| ANSWERED | DECLINED OTHER *
[LA-8 2 6 5 3
[MS -2 2 2
[TX -21 4 17 1 17 3
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2025 Appellate Advocacy Seminar

On October 6 and 7, the BAFFC held its annual seminar at the
Conference Centre on 11located in the Pan American Buildingin
downtown New Orleans. The 10-hour seminar provided practical
advice on appellate practice from Fifth Circuit Judges, the Court,
and seasoned attorneys. This seminar offered a two-hour writing
workshop with the option of introductory or advanced brief
writing, ethics, professionalism, artificial intelligence advance-
ments, current issues before the Supreme Court, and updates
on criminal, civil, and immigration practice. Registrants were
provided an opportunity to observe oral arguments at the John
Minor Wisdom Courthouse and to attend lunch in the Great
Hall with Fifth Circuit Judges and their staff, Circuit Executive
staff, and the Clerk of Court staff.

Photo: Aaron M. Streett of Baker Bots, Houston engages with
the audience during the Supreme Court Updates session.

Installation of Officers

The BAFFC 2025-27 Officers were installed October 7 at a ceremony
in the Great Hall of the John Minor Wisdom Courthouse. U.S. Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals Chief Judge Jennifer W. Elrod adminis-
tered the oaths of office. President David Coale, President-Elect
SamanthaJ. Kuhn, Treasurer Deborah A. Pearce and Immediate
Past President Michael J. Bentley participated in the ceremony.
Secretary Aaron Streett was unable to attend.
Photo from left to right: Bentley, Coale, Kuhn, Pearce

Recent Events

President’s Award

Mara Asya Blatt received the 2025 President’s Award.
Blatt was chosen by 2023-25 BAFFC President Michael J.
Bentley and was recognized for services to the Association.
Blatt was recognized for exceptional contributions to the
advancement of the mission over the preceding year,
demonstrating excellence in her work, and providing
distinguished leadership in Association activities, particularly,
her leadership as chair of the Executive Director Seach
Committee and as chair of the Programming Committee.

Blatt was an appellate Assistant United States Attorney
with the Western District of Texas from January 2003 to
September 30, 2025. Her docket took in a complete range
of procedural and substantive criminal issues. In addition
to her appellate duties, she spearheaded her district’s
responses to categorical approach statutory and guidelines
issues jurisprudence and :
advised trials AUSAs on
a wide variety of issues
on a daily basis. In
those roles, she actively
collaborated with other
appellate AUSAs from
around the country, the
Department of Justice,
and the Office of the
Solicitor General. For two
years Ms. Blatt served on
the Attorney General’s
Advisory Committee’s
USSG § 2L1.2 working
group contributing to the
drafting and defense of
the 2016 Guideline amendments to USSG § 2L1.2. She
frequently lectured at CLEs for the Fifth Circuit Conference,
the Fifth Circuit Bar Association, the National Advocacy
Center in Columbia, South Carolina, and the State Bar of
Texas. She has served on the Board of the BAFFC since
2018. Prior to her appointment as an AUSA, Ms. Blatt was
in private appellate practice specializing in civil federal
and state employment, insurance, and personal injury
cases. She was honored to serve as a law fellow to United
States District Judge Jack B. Weinstein (ED-NY), a law
clerk for United States District Judge Harry Lee Hudspeth
(WD-TX), and a senior staff attorney for the 8th Judicial
District Court of Appeals (El Paso).
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Volunteer Engagement Opportunities

2025-2026 Volunteer Leadership Focus

Under the leadership of Immediate Past President Michael J. Bentley, BAFFC launched new committees to
reflect the commitment, energy, and insight of the Association’s members. Committees contribute professional
insight and host relevant programs providing for networking, training, and educational opportunities.

Civil and
Administrative Law

Co-Chair Griffin S. Rubin
Sbaiti & Company PLL

Co-Chair Charles F. Zimmer Il
Davillier Law Group, LLC

This committee studies decisions
issued by the Supreme Court, the
Fifth Circuit, the federal district
courts, and other administrative
or judicial bodies within the Fifth
Circuit. They focus on the impact
of these decisions on practice
before the Fifth Circuit, federal
district courts, and administrative
decision-makers. This committee
brings together members to discuss
matters of mutual interest, including
legislative and policy issues involving
civil practice, administrative law,
and regulatory practice.
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Criminal Law
and Procedure

Co-Chair Niles lllich Ph.D.
Palmer Perlstein

Co-Chair Brett Ordiway
Ordiway PLLC

This Committee monitors amend-
ments to the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure, the United
States Sentencing Guidelines,
and the Criminal Rules of the
various districts in the Circuit,
as well as important Supreme
Court, Fifth Circuit, and district
court decisions in the areas of
substantive criminal law and
criminal procedure.

Young
Lawyers

Co-Chair John P. D’Avello
Mouledoux, Bland, Legrand
& Brackett, LLC

Co-Chair Kent Kouros
Motamedi
Motamedi Law, PLLC

This committee brings together
newly minted attorneys to
discuss issues pertinent in
appellate practice and to ensure
accessibility, guidance, and a
streamlined introduction to the
Fifth Circuit.

Volunteer Engagement Opportunities

et

Programming Committee Prospective Speaker Form

APPELLATE PRACTICE

We are always looking for new speakers for our CLE programs. If you would like to be a speaker, or have
recommendations of others we should consider, please submit this form. While we cannot promise a

speaking invitation, all suggestions will be considered in planning future programming events.*

For each line, please click on the blue box and then begin typing.

Full Name:

Firm/Organization Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Email:

States and Courts Admitted to Practice Law:

Speaker (yourself and/or others):

Please provide contact information for any other person(s) you suggest

Specialty (select all that apply):

___ Admiralty/Maritime __ Criminal Law ___Intellectual Property
__Agency/Admin Law ___ Employment & Labor ___ Professionalism

___ Bankruptcy ___ Environmental & Energy ___ Real Estate

___ Brief Writing ___ Ethics __Tax
___Business/Commercia ___Health Care ___Technology/A.L

___ Constitutional Law ___ Immigration _ Wills, Trust, Probate
___ Other:

Speaking References (if possible, please provide names and contact information of those who can vouch for

your speaking abilities, especially as a CLE speaker):

* Speakers for BAFFC CLE courses are all volunteers and are expected to prepare high quality materials.
We do not pay honorariums or any other kind of speaker fee, but we do pay reasonable out-of-pocket
expenses for travel and lodging.
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Volunteer Engagement Opportunities

Programming Committee Proposal for Topic and Speaker
Completed Form Submission: donna@baffc.org

INSTRUCTIONS

Please complete all relevant form fields. For example, you may only have an idea for a panel, but no or some
suggestions for speakers. You will receive an email confirming BAFFC'’s receipt of your form. Please do not
contact any speakers listed in your submission. If your program is accepted, we will notify you to discuss
potential speakers and moderators, coordinate invitations to panelists, and review critical deadlines and
protocols. If you have any questions regarding your program proposal submission, please contact Donna
Cuneo or email at donna@baffc.org.

Primary Contact Information

Full Name:

Firm/Company:

Phone: Email :

Program Title:

Description:

Sponsoring Committee (if any):

Identify a program format, emphasizing creativity and audience engagement:
Panel Discussion Individual Lecture Interview/Q&A
Are there any resources that directly relate or support the proposed programming?

If so, please list:
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SPEAKER POLICIES

Volunteer Engagement Opportunities

Speaker Requirements: BAFFC seeks speakers who are subject matter experts with well-developed

presentation and speaking skills. Panel members are strongly encouraged to participate in telephone

and/or video planning and preparation sessions as determined by the panel’s moderator to ensure the

program’s quality and seamless presentation. To obtain CLE credit from state bars within the Fifth Circuit,

BAFFC programs may require written materials, and speakers are responsible for the production of those

materials. Panel participants must therefore have the time to participate fully.

BAFFC prefers that no more than one speaker per firm or organization serves on a panel. Panel

presentations may be recorded, in which case, speakers must be willing to sign a Speaker Release

Form prior to the presenation.

Proposed Moderator

Full Name:

Firm/Company:

City:

State:

Will this speaker be requesting reimbursement?

Proposed Speaker 1
Full Name:

Yes No

Firm/Company:

City:

State:

Will this speaker be requesting reimbursement?

Proposed Speaker 2
Full Name:

Yes No

Firm/Company:

City:

State:

Will this speaker be requesting reimbursement?

Proposed Speaker 3
Full Name:

Yes No

Firm/Company:

City:

State:

Will this speaker be requesting reimbursement?

Yes No

NOVEMBER 2025 /| VOLUME 1 EDITION 1 /| BAFFC 55



John Minor Wisdom Courthouse
600 Camp Street, Suite 102A, New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

Publication of any article or statement is not to be deemed a statement or an
endorsement of the views expressed therein by BAFFC or any member of BAFFC.
Views expressed are those of the authors and contributors only.



